DINE COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS
Spring 2025
NAS513: Sec36 INDIGENOUS RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

(3 Credit Hours)
Instructor: Christine Ami, Ph.D., Native American Studies, University of California — Davis
Course Number: NAS513 Section 36
Room Number: NHC270G
Day/Time: Tuesday 1-3:40pm
Office: https://dinecollege.zoom.us/j/91245106825
Office Hours: U-W 8:30-9:30am
Office ext.: n/a Email: cmami@dinecollege.edu
Prerequisites: Admission into Graduate Level Program or Instructor Approval

Course Description:

NAS513 is an interdisciplinary graduate seminar which focuses on building reciprocal research
relationships with Indigenous communities through the ethics, key criteria, protocols, methodologies, and
methods of Indigenous research. This foundational training will prepare graduate students in the
humanities, social sciences, and biological sciences for both future academic work and non-academic
positions. As part of the class, students will design an Indigenous research project associated with their
discipline and according to the guidelines provide by the Diné College Institutional Review Board.

Course Goal and Objectives:

Course goal and objective are as follows:

1. Identify theoretical and historical perspectives that have shaped the development of Indigenous
research.

2. List and describe major principles of community engaged research from Native communities and
perspectives.

3. Write an APA literature review research paper.

4. Design studies that test hypotheses using Indigenous epistemologies and Indigenous research methods.

Required Texts:
Required Readings will be provided by the instructor through Canvas.

College Mission Statement:

With specific regards to Diné College’s mission statement and educational philosophy Sa’ah Naaghai
Bik’eh Hozhoon (SNBH), the course will not only integrate the Diné holistic teachings in accordance with
the pedagogical paradigm: Nitsdhakees, Nahata, lind, and Siihasin but it also allows for Diné oral
histories and teaching to intersect as primary sources with relevant topics discussed in class.

Course Policies:
Participation: In accordance with the teachings of 7’aa hwo ajit ‘éego, students are responsible for their
own practices of self-direction, self-determination, perseverance, and self-control. Therefore, the more
students engage with this online course via live discussions, office hours, class activities, literature
reviews, and the final project, the more you will increase their level of Indigenous Research competency.
If students do not participate, grades will suffer for a host of reasons.
Internet: Lack of internet is not a valid excuse for a missed assignment. Please plan ahead to
ensure that your assignments are submitted on time. Miss classes cannot be ‘made up.’
Cameras On: Please keep your cameras on during the entirety of the class meeting. This counts as
participation as it encourages engagement with classmates, class content, and myself.
Response Papers and Activities: Your reading response papers and required assignments due on
the day of live zoom meetings must be submitted before you log on. If you have not submitted
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your response paper by the start of class, you will be asked to log off and your attendance will not
be counted for the lesson.

Due Dates: Literature Reviews, Activities, and Reading Responses must be uploaded to the class’
Blackboard site by the date and hour specified by the instructor. Late assignments will not be accepted.
Lack of internet is not a valid excuse for a missed assignment. Please plan ahead. Registering for an
online class means that you are taking on the responsibility for internet access.

Office Hours: Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the instructor. Office hours will be held
weekly Sunday through Thursday from 8:30 — 9:30am via Zoom. (Zoom Meeting I1D: 912 4510 6825).
Please contact the instructor if there are time conflicts to arrange another meeting time.

Students with Disabilities: Diné College provides reasonable educational support and other academic
services to disabled students. A student with a disability who wishes to enroll for classes should contact
Student Services at the Tsaile campus or the designated representative at the regional center. Students in
postsecondary education are responsible for self-identifying themselves as individuals with disabilities,
providing disability documentation and requesting accommodations. Records regarding disability do not
automatically transfer from high school to college. Such records can only be released or transferred with
the written permission of the adult students. (In cases where the student is under the age of 18, the parent
or guardian permission is also required.).

Academic Integrity: Students are responsible for the integrity of their academic work. Examples of
academic dishonesty include but are not limited to obtaining unauthorized assistance in any academic
work; cheating on a test; plagiarism; quoting without proper credit; modifying any examination, paper,
record, report, or project without the instructor's approval for obtaining additional credit or an improved
grade; and representing the work of others as one's own. Some of the penalties that may be imposed
include warning (written or oral); reducing the grade for the assignment, test, or project; reducing the
grade for the course; assigning a failing grade for the course; dismissing the student from the course and
issuing a grade of "W"; academic probation or suspension; expulsion; and recording the decision in the
student's academic record.

Machine Learning Software Policy

The use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to write literature reviews, response papers, or associated activities
for your Diné College IRB proposal will be considered as academic dishonesty and a violation of the
Diné College Code of Conduct with the same consequences as plagiarism or cheating. Assignments in
this class must be crafted in your own words.

Class Format: This synchronist online class is organized according to SECTION and LESSON. The
class is divided into Four Sections: Nitsahakees: Introduction to Indigenous Research; Nahat’a: Research
Methodologies; lina: Indigenous Research Methods; and Sii Hasin: Creating Your Own Indigenous
Project. In our blackboard site, under the “Lessons” tab, you will find a folder dedicated to each one of
these sections. In the section folders, you will find a varying range of LESSONS. There are a total of 16
lessons for the entirety of this class. Each one of the lesson folders contains associated video lectures,
reading assignments and writing assignments that are due for that week. Please refer to the syllabus to
make sure that you are completing the correct video lecture/assignment/reading/video. When attending
Live Zoom Meetings be sure to keep your cameras “on” during the entirety of the class.

Respect: This community/class is based on respect. Students are expected to engage with the readings,
lectures, and course discussions from a space of openness and understanding. Mutual respect also means
that our class will open an arena for dialogue — and although we may disagree via perspectives,
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experiences, or interpretations, we will learn to articulate those differences in a healthy and professional
manner.

Changes to Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and course
schedule as needed.

Evaluation and Assessment:
Participation and Attendance: Each Live Zoom Meeting attendance counts towards your overall all
grade, accounting for 5% of your final grade.
Your attendance includes participation in class discussions, submission of assignments due before
class, and timely arrival to our zoom meetings.
: There will be at minimum 6 Reading Response Papers, which will account
for 15% of your final grade.
After a quick (1) blurb on the author (sometimes this is extremely significant; other times it
may be irrelevant but include it anyway), moved into identifying (2) key concepts of the reading
that the author intended. Pull out a section(s) that (3) positively stood out to me and then areas
that (3) negatively stood out of the reading. Finished with the reading’s (4) applicability to your
discipline.
: Graduate student led discussions provide opportunities for you to formulate arguments,
make connections among concepts, and apply content to other contexts. Each student must serve as a lead
discussant for one article/chapter/reading assigned in the class. This will account for 10% of your final
grade.
As the discussant lead, you will (1) provide their classmates with study guide that has a blurb of
the author, key words/points/quotes from the readings, and a listing of possible discussion
prompts. Do not read from this note sheet- it is there as a supplemental resource and must be
submitted to the class discussion lead discussion board prior to the start of class. Your in-class
discussion will consist of a (2) 5-minute max recap of key points of the reading and (3) 10-15
minutes of critical thinking class dialogue in which you will prepare 3-5 discussion prompt
question that elicit “why” and “how” to help your classmates engage with the readings. You may
pull in quick videos, images, or other resources to make those connections.

Literature Review: Students will be expected to submit an APA formatted literature review. The

submitted literature review is 25% of your final grade.
Throughout the class, students will start to build up their article analysis. These reviews may
account to the total 15 resources that are needed for the APA formatted literature review. No late
submissions will be accepted. If you do not submit the Literature Review, you will not pass the
class. This requirement is mandatory to be considered for a passing grade.

Activities: You will complete and submit 11 activities, which will account for 20% of your final grade.

These activities will assist you in building up to your final project submission. No late submissions will

be accepted.

Syllabus/Course Agreement

CITI Certification

Ethnophilosophy, Research Question, and Agenda Drafts

Timeline, Participants/Collaborator Profiles

Survey Design Drafts

Conversation Design Drafts

Talking Circle Design Drafts

Research Consent and Debriefing Documents Drafts

9. IRB Protocol and Applications

10. Storytelling Presentation

11. Course Reflection

Nk~ wNE
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6) Final Project: The final project is a successful IRB submission and/or another project approved by the

instructor no later than midterms (grant proposal and/or fellowship application), which will account for
25% of your final grade.

No late submissions will be accepted. Furthermore, if you do not submit a completed, successful

IRB submission or project of equivalent weight, you will not pass the class. This requirement is

mandatory to be considered for a passing grade.

Participation/Attendance (16) 5%

Literature Review @ 25%*
Activities (12) 20%
Final Project @ 25%*
Total 100%
Final Grades are determined in the following manner:
100-90%=A  89-80%=B 79-70%=C 69-60%=D 59-0%=F

*You will not be considered for a passing grade without the submission of these assignments

Course Calendar:

Week Lesson # READINGS DUE ASSIGNMENTS
/Date
Week 0 | | |
Nitsdhakéés: Introduction of Indigenous Research
1 Lesson 1 | Navigating Indigenous Research Journeys Activity: Syllabus and Course Agreement
1/21/24 Due Tuesday

Reading: Ami, Christine. “When Rocks Speak and Waters Rise:
An Analysis of Indigenous Research Credential Theft by an Ally”
Reading: Castagno, et al. ““We constantly have to navigate™:
Indigenous students’ and professionals’ strategies for navigating
ethical conflicts in STEMM”

Reading: Wilson. “On a Research Journey”

2 Lesson 2 | Reading: Smith. Chapter 1: Imperialism, History, Writing and
1/28/24 | Theory Activity: CITI Certification Due Friday
Reading: Smith. Chapter 2: Research through Imperial Eyes
Reading: Smith. Chapter 3: Colonizing knowledges

3 Lesson 3 | Reading: Smith. Chapter 6: The Indigenous Peoples' Project:
2/4/24 Setting a New Agenda

Reading: Smith. Chapter 7: Articulating an Indigenous Research
Agenda

Reading: Smith. Chapter 8: Twenty-five Indigenizing Projects

4 Lesson 4 | Starting Somewhere: Situating Knowledge Systems

2/11/24 Reading: Wilson. “Can a Ceremony Include a Literature Review”
Reading: Wilson. “Elements of an Indigenous Paradigm”
Reading: Chilisa. “Situating Knowledge Systems.”

Nahat’a: Research Methodologies
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5 Lesson 5 | Relationality — Check box jargon or is this a true review of
2/18/24 | ethics?
Reading: Wilson. “Relationality”
Reading: Wilson. “Relational Accountability”
Reading: Chilisa. “Discovery and Recovery: Reading and
Conducting Research Responsibilities.”
6 Lesson 6 | Imagining the Postcolonial
2/25/24 Reading: Chilisa. “Postcolonial Indigenous Research Activity: Ethnophilosophy and Risks Due Friday
Paradigms.”
Reading: Chilisa. “Theorizing on Social Science Research
Methods: Indigenous Perspectives.”
7 Lesson 7 | Methodology- Beyond Propoganda; Deeper than SNBH
3/4/24 Reading: Chilisa. “Culturally Responsive Indigenous Research
Methodology.”
Reading: Benally, Herbert. “Spiritual Knowledge for a Secular
Society”
Reading: Chan, Adrienne. — “Storytelling, Culture, and
Indigenous Methodology”
8 3/11/24 Literature Review Due by Friday
Spring
Break
lina: Indigenous Research Methods
9 Lesson 9 | More than a Title Change: Participants and Collaborators Activity: Timeline, Participants/Collaborator
3/18/25 Ted Talk: Stephanie Russo Carroll Indigenous Peoples Breathing Profiles Due Friday
Data Back |
10 Lesson 10| Quantitative Design: Counting Sheep Activity: Survey Due Friday
3/25/25 Reading: Walters and Anderson — “nayri kati (good numbers):
Indigenous Quantitative methodology in Practice™”
Reading: Coburn — “A Review of Indigenous Statistics: A
Quantitative Research Methodology”
11 Lesson 11| Qualitative Design: Conversations with Humans and More- Activity: Conversations Due Friday
4/1/25 than-Humans
Reading: Chilisa, Bagele. “Decolonizing the Interview Method.”
Reading: Kovach, Margaret - “Conversational Method in
Indigenous Research”
12 Lesson 12| Quantitative Design: Talking Circles, Advisory Circles, and Activity: Circle (advisory or talking) Due Friday
4/8/25 Circling Back
Reading: Lavalléé, Lynn - “Practical Application of an
Indigenous Research Framework and Two Qualitative Indigenous
Research Methods: Sharing Circles and Anishnaabe Symbol-
based reflection”
Reading: Chilisa, Bagele. “Participatory Research Methods.”
13 Lesson 13| Respecting Consent and Understanding Gifting Activity: Consent, Debriefing Due Friday
4/15/25 Reading: Chilisa, Bagele. “Building Partnerships and Integrating

Knowledge Systems”

Reading: Brent, J. and Mark Earley. “Reciprocity and
Constructions of Informed Consent: Researching with Indigenous
Populations”

SiiHasin: Creating Your Own
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14 Lesson 14| Funding Activity: Locating a Grant/Fellowship

4/22/25
15 Lesson 15| Finalizing Projects and Presentations Activity: IRB Protocol and Applications

4/29/25 Due in Class

Activity: Presentations Due in Class

16 Lesson 16| Self, Class, and Community Self-Reflections Finalized IRB Due Before Class on Tuesday

5/6/25

Activity: Course Reflections Due on Friday

Prepared by Christine M. Ami

Christine M. Ami, M.A., Ph.D. (Associate Professor, School of Business and Social Science)

Reviewed by

Patrick Blackwater, MGM (Dean, School of Business and Social Science)




