
DINÉ COLLEGE 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

Summer 2025 

1 

                                                  

NAS111: Sec13 Introduction to Native American Studies 

(3 Credit Hours) 

 

Instructor: Christine M. Ami 

Course Number: NAS111 Section 13   

Room Number:  ONLINE     

Day/Time:   Online  

Office:   Zoom   Office Hours: W/F 8:30-9:30am or by apt. 

Office ext.:  Zoom   Email: cmami@dinecollege.edu  

Zoom Classroom and Office link: https://dinecollege.zoom.us/j/91245106825   

Zoom Classroom and Office Meeting ID: 912 4510 6825 

Pre-requisites:  N/A 

 

Course Description: 

NAS111 is a survey course designed to introduce the interdisciplinary academic field of Native 

American Studies. Focusing on four content areas: (1) Culture and Environment, (2) Education and 

Language, (3) Arts and Media, and (4) Leadership and Self-Determination, students will gain a 

comprehensive cognizance of how Native American Studies lenses can be applied to various disciplines 

and lived realities, including: arts, humanities, social sciences, biological sciences, education, and Diné 

studies. 

 

Course Goal and Objectives: 

Course goal and objective are as follows: 

1. Articulate the purpose of Native American Studies.  

2. Identify and describe several historical and contemporary issues relevant to Native 

communities. 

3. Develop critical listening and thinking skills to learn from the unique experiences of Native 

communities. 

4. Articulate in oral and written format critically informed perspectives on the class topics.  

 

Course Structure: 

This class is formatted into 5 modules and each module adheres to the following objective:  

Module 1: Identify how Education and Language impact Indigenous identities and lived experiences. 

Module 2: Identify how Culture and Environment impact Indigenous identities and lived experiences. 

Module 3: Identify how Arts and Media impact Indigenous identities and lived experiences. 

Module 4: Identify how Leadership and Self-Determination impact Indigenous identities and lived 

experiences. 

Module 5: Recapping and Re-centering Reservation Dogs-Season One  and your discipline with NAS 

 

Required Texts: 

All readings and supplemental resources will be provided via the class’ canvas platform. 

 

College Mission Statement: 

With specific regards to Diné College’s mission statement and educational philosophy Sa’ah Naagháí Bik’eh 

Hózhóón (SNBH), the course will not only integrate the Diné holistic teachings in accordance with the 

pedagogical paradigm: Nitsáhákees, Nahatá, Iiná, and Siihasin but it also allows for Diné oral histories and 
teaching to intersect as primary sources with relevant topics discussed in class. 

 

Course Policies: 

Participation: In accordance with the teachings of T’aa hwo ajit’éego, students are responsible for their own 

practices of self-direction, self-determination, perseverance, and self-control. Therefore, the more students engage 
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with this online course via discussion board communications, exams, activities, and the final project, the more 

they will increase their level of Native American Studies competency. If students do not participate, grades will 

suffer for a host of reasons. 

 

Respect: This community/class is based on respect. Students are expected to engage with the readings, lectures, 

and course discussions from a space of openness and understanding. Mutual respect also means that our class 

will open an arena for dialogue – and although we may disagree via perspectives, experiences, or interpretations, 

we will learn to articulate those differences in a healthy and professional manner.  

 

Netiquette: "Netiquette" is proper conduct for online forms of communication, such as discussion posts, zoom 

office hour meetings, email, and assignment submissions. Proper online conduct reinforces the mutual respect 

policy. Some forms of online misconduct are merely bothersome to others with the impact being limited to your 

instructor or fellow students finding you annoying and their being less likely to take your thoughts 

seriously. Other forms of online misconduct can potentially cross a line into the area of academic dishonesty and 

be treated no differently than cheating on an exam or plagiarizing a paper and/or directly disrespecting classmates 

and/or the instructor, neither of which will be tolerated. For more information about the netiquette expected for 

this online class, visit the FAQ section of our class’ Canvas. 

 

Due Dates: Exams, Activities and Discussion Posts/Responses must be uploaded to the class’ Blackboard site by 

the date and hour specified by the instructor. Late assignments will not be accepted. Lack of internet is not a 

valid excuse for a missed assignment. Please plan ahead. Registering for an online class means that you are taking 

on the responsibility for internet access. If for any reason, you find yourself with difficulties uploading an activity 

to blackboard, you have one opportunity to email your assignment directly to the instructor prior to the due 

date/time, indicating that you believe there to be an error with Canvas. Please do not email the instructor 

indicating that there was an issue with Canvas, that you could not submit, and then not include the completed 

assignment. You will not be offered additional time to submit. 

 

Office Hours: Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the instructor. However, given the online format of 

the class, office hours will be designated as a time when you may reach the instructor zoom on Wednesday and 

Friday from 8:30-9:30am. The Zoom Link for my office hours is: https://dinecollege.zoom.us/k/91245106825 . 

For a meeting at another time or to follow up on course content, please feel free to contact the instructor via email. 

 

Plan for interaction: In addition to regularly scheduled office hours, the instructor will maintain consistent 

interaction with students. This includes a 48-hour window to respond to emails from Sunday through Thursday. 

If for some reason, there is no response within that 48-hour window, please resend your email in the chance that 

there was an error in sending/receiving. Additional, assignments will be graded within a one-week window of the 

submission date. There are certain assignments that require a quicker response time and those will be addressed 

via gradebook and announcements to remind students to check for feedback.  

 

Students with Disabilities: Diné College provides reasonable educational support and other academic services to 

disabled students. A student with a disability who wishes to enroll for classes should contact Student Services at 

the Tsaile campus or the designated representative at the regional center. Students in postsecondary education are 

responsible for self-identifying themselves as individuals with disabilities, providing disability documentation and 

requesting accommodations. Records regarding disability do not automatically transfer from high school to 

college. Such records can only be released or transferred with the written permission of the adult students. (In 

cases where the student is under the age of 18, the parent or guardian permission is also required.). 

 

Academic Integrity: Students are responsible for the integrity of their academic work. Examples of academic 

dishonesty include but are not limited to obtaining unauthorized assistance in any academic work; cheating on a 

test; plagiarism; quoting without proper credit; modifying any examination, paper, record, report, or project 

without the instructor's approval for obtaining additional credit or an improved grade; and representing the work 

of others as one's own. Some of the penalties that may be imposed include warning (written or oral); reducing the 
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grade for the assignment, test, or project; reducing the grade for the course; assigning a failing grade for the 

course; dismissing the student from the course and issuing a grade of "W"; academic probation or suspension; 

expulsion; and recording the decision in the student's academic record. 

 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): This course requires you to complete various assignments that assess your 

understanding and application of the course content. You are expected to do your own work and cite any sources 

you use properly. You are not allowed to use any AI tools, such as chatbots, text generators, paraphrasers, 

summarizers, or solvers, to complete any part of your assignments. Any attempt to use these tools will be 

considered academic misconduct and will be dealt with according to the college’s academic integrity policy. 

Students are expected to complete all work independently and without the assistance of AI-generated content. If 

you have any questions about what constitutes acceptable use of AI tools, please consult with the instructor before 

submitting your work. 

 

Learner Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances your 

records will not be released without your written and signed consent. Please refer to Diné College’s Student Right 

to Know Act webpage page for further details: https://www.dinecollege.edu/admissions/student-right-to-know-

act/  

 

Open Web, Social Media Privacy: During this course students might have the opportunity to use public online 

services and/or software applications sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or YouTube. While 

some of these are required assignments, students need not make any personally identifying information available 

on a public site. Where appropriate students may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some written assignments posted 

publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require you to disclose any 

personally identifiable/sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact your instructor. 

 

Class Format: In each module, the course content is organized according to LESSONs. In the module tab of our 

Canvas site, you will find a varying range of Modules and. Lessons. There are a total of 24 lessons for the entirety 

of this class. Each one of the lesson folders contains associated video lectures, reading assignments and writing 

assignments that are due.  Please refer to the syllabus to make sure that you are completing the correct video 

lecture/assignment/reading/video.  

The class will function with activities that will walk you through tribal critical thinking stages every 

week for the first 4 modules: 

• Monday - Banking Focus: Reading, Reading Quiz 

• Tuesday - Independent Thinking Focus: Recorded Lesson, Sticky Note Commentary with 

Lucid 

• Wednesday - Deconstruction Focus: Creative Expression Piece (song, poem, video, writing), 

Discussion post connecting content to Banking and Independent Thinking. 

• Thursday - Conscientization Focus: Journal Activity pulling from class readings and responses 

as they dialogue with your experiences. 

The last module (week 5) will be watching the Hulu series Reservation Dogs: Season One. During this 

week, you will be asked to apply tribal critical thinking to the episodes, compare to your own 

experience, and connect NAS topics to the series. In this last week you will also complete a self-

assessment, thinking about how you can apply the NAS lens to your own discipline. 

Changes to Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and course schedule as 

needed. 

 

https://www.dinecollege.edu/admissions/student-right-to-know-act/
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Evaluation and Assessment: 

1) Syllabus Agreement: This agreement ensures that you understand the course objectives, outline, 

and deliverables and will account for 2% of your final grade. You have until July 5th to 

complete this quiz, or you will be dropped from the class. 

2) Reading Quizzes: Banking Focus - These reading quizzes walk you through some of the major 

tenants of the NAS discipline. Grading is based upon your ability to demonstrate your 

comprehension of the readings. Reading quizzes will account for 18% of your final grade.  

3) Sticky Note Contributions: Independent Thinking Focus - These sticky note contributions 

assess your demonstration of engaging with the recorded lesson for the week and take the recorded 

lesson and build from it using your own experience. These notes will account for 18% of your final 

grade. 

4) Discussion Posts: Deconstruction Focus- Discussion posts will be based on creative writing and 

art pieces. You will be asked to dialogue the piece (story, poem, video, etc.) with the readings and 

recorded lessons for the module. This includes addressing a given prompt with a fully articulated 

response with at least 1 reference from the reading or recorded lesson. Your minimum word count 

is 150 original works. This may not include repeating of questions and/or quotes pulled from the 

text or your peers. Avoid “fluff” – vague statements such as “this is a great point” or “I loved this 

response” without providing support. Specifically identify what in the pieces was so great or why 

you loved a comment. These discussions posts are worth 18% of your final grade. 

5) Journal: Conscientization Focus – In these journals, you will be expected to take the class content 

for the module and then intersect your own lived experiences. You will be expected to engage the 

class content and what you understand to be “truth.” These journals are worth 18% of your final 

grade. 

6) Reservation Dogs Response Papers: Understanding contemporary Indigenous realities and 

representation is key to NAS. This summer we will be observing media representation. Therefore, 

as a final project, students will be responsible for submitting 7 response papers associated with the 

Hulu series Reservation Dogs. Your response paper will each address 7 episodes for a total of 8 

episodes that you must watch. You be asked to apply discussions covered in this class to the series. 

These reviews are worth 18% of the final grade. No late submissions will be accepted. 

7) Final Reflection: NAS is a lens that can be applied to any academic discipline. At the end of this 

course, you will be asked to reflect on how NAS can be applied to your major discipline of 

study. This final essay reflection will account for 8% of your final grade. No late submissions will 

be accepted. 

 
8) EXTRA CREDIT Contribution to Class Growth: Learning how to contribute to community 

learning is the basis of building reciprocal relationships. Therefore, in this class, extra credit can be 

earned with your ability to respond to your classmates’ contributions. The hope is that we build a 

learning community that is student lead – reinforcing the teachings of T’aa hwo ajit’éego.  

a. Post It Note Response: For each module you may respond to 2 of your classmates’ post it 

notes for a total of 8 post it note responses throughout the summer session. The maximum 

points you may earn is 1 pt. per response. Your responses must have critical content (no fluff) 

and be a minimum of 25 words. You must submit your responses no later than Friday at 

11:59pm of the current module. No late submissions will be accepted. 

b. Discussion Responses: For each module you may respond to 2 of your classmates’ postings 

for a total of 8 discussion post responses throughout the summer session. The maximum points 

you may earn is 1 pt. per discussion response. Your responses must have critical content (no 

fluff) and be a minimum of 50 words. You must submit your responses no later than Friday at 

11:59pm of the current module. No late submissions will be accepted. 

 
Syllabus Agreement (1) 2% 

Reading Quizzes (4) 18% 

Post It Notes (4) 18% 
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Discussion Posts (4) 18%     

Journal (4)  18% 

Reservation Dogs (7) 18% 
Final Reflection (1)  8% 

__________________________________ 

Total   100% 

 

Final Grades are determined in the following manner: 

100-90%=A 89-80%=B  79-70%=C  69-60%=D  59-0%=F 

 

 

 
Course Calendar: 

 

Week Lesson # 

/Date 
READINGS DUE ASSIGNMENTS 

Education and Language 

1 
 

Lesson 1 

June 30 
Banking NAS/AIS/NAIS 
Reading: Kidwell, Clara Sue and Alan Velie. “Introduction”, Native American 

Studies, 2005. 

 

Lesson 1 

Syllabus Quiz 

Lesson 1 

Reading Quiz 

Lesson 2 

July 1 
Independent Thinking about Language, Education, 

Colonization 
Video Lesson: Language, Education, Colonization 

-Distinction between education and schooling, start of boarding schools, impact of 

boarding schools, federal Indian board school initiative. 

Lesson 2  

Post It Note  

Lesson 3 

July 2 
Deconstructing Stories that Store 
Poem: Tohe, Laura. “Our Tongues Slapped into Silence” 

Lesson 3 

Discussion Post   

Lesson 4 

July 3 
Conscientization Journal 
Remembering your own schooling 

Lesson 4 Journal   

 Lesson 5 

July 6 
Response Paper 
Watch and Respond to Episode One of Reservation Dogs 

Lesson 5 

Reservation 

Dogs   

Culture and Environment 

2 
 

Lesson 6 

July 7 
Banking Ties between Land and Identity 
Reading: Kidwell, Clara Sue and Alan Velie. “Land and Identity”, Native American 

Studies, 2005. 

 

Lesson 6 

Reading Quiz 

Lesson 7 

July 8  
Independent Thinking about Creation, Land, Identity 
Video Lesson: Emergence, Removal, Return, Repeat 

-Creation stories, Beginning of Turtle Island, Indian Problem, Removal, Return, 

Land Acknowledgements 

Lesson 7  

Post It Note 

Lesson 8 

July 9 
Deconstructing Stories that Store 
Song: Chee, Connor.“Shí’ naashá’” 

  

Lesson 8 

Discussion Post 
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Lesson 9 

July 10 
Conscientization Journal 
Remembering connections to land 

Lesson 9 Journal 

 Lesson 10 

July 13 
Response Paper 
Watch and Respond to Episode Two of Reservation Dogs 

Lesson 10 

Reservation 

Dogs   

Arts and Media 

3 Lesson 11 

July 14 
Banking Native American Art 
Reading: Kidwell, Clara Sue and Alan Velie. “Indian Aesthetics: Art and Expressive 

Culture”, Native American Studies, 2005. 

Lesson 11 

Reading Quiz   

 

 

Lesson 12 

July 15 
Independent Thinking about Native American Art Markets 
Lesson: Commodities for Sale 

-Yódi and Nitl’iz, Trade Routes, “Gifting,” Local economies, Art Shows  

Lesson 12 DP   

Lesson 13 

July 16 
Deconstructing Stories that Store  
Video: Black Ash Basketry: A Story of Cultural Resilience 

Lesson 13 

Discussion Post   

Lesson 14 

July 17 
Conscientization Journal 
Remembering Indigenous fashion 

Lesson 14 

Journal   

Lesson 15 

July 20 
Response Paper 
Watch and Respond to Episode Three of Reservation Dogs 

Lesson 15 
Reservation 

Dogs 

Leadership and Self-Determination 

4 Lesson 16 

July 21 
Banking Tribal Sovereignty 
Reading: Kidwell, Clara Sue and Alan Velie. “Tribal Sovereignty”, Native American 

Studies, 2005. 

Website: An Issue of Sovereignty: Marshal Trilogy 

Lesson 16 

Reading Quiz 

 

 

Lesson 17 

July 22 
Independent Thinking about Tribal Sovereignty 
Lesson: From the Indian Problem to the Non-Indian Problem 

- Non-Indians on Indian Lands, Roots of Removal, Two Tribes of the Cherokee 

Nation are Reunited after 146 Years Apart” 

Lesson 17 

Post It Note 

 

 

   

Lesson 18 

July 23 
Deconstructing Stories that Store  
Reflective Writing: Louis, Bojan. “Nizhóní dóó a’ani’ dóó até’él’í dóó ayoo’o’oni” 

(Beauty & Memory & Abuse & Love) 

 

Lesson 18  

Discussion Post   

Lesson 19 

July 24 
Conscientization Journal 
Remembering self-determination over sovereignty 

Lesson 19  

Journal   

 Lesson 20 

July 29 
Response Paper 
Watch and Respond to Episode Three of Reservation Dogs 

Lesson 20 
Reservation 

Dogs 

 

Reservation Dogs 
 

5 Lesson 21 

July 28 

Reservation Dogs Episodes 5 Lesson 21 
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Submit 

Reservation Dogs 

Response 5 

Lesson 22 

July 29 

Reservation Dogs Episodes 6 Lesson 22 

Submit 

Reservation Dogs 

Response 6 

Lesson 23 

July 30 

Reservation Dogs Episodes 7-8 Lesson 23 

Submit 

Reservation Dogs 

Response 7 

Lesson 24 

July 31 

Final Thoughts Lesson 24 Final 

NAS Reflection 

 

Christine M. Ami______________________________________  

Christine M. Ami, M.A., Ph.D. (Associate Professor, School of Business and Social Science) 

 

Reviewed by __________________________________________________ 

Patrick Blackwater, MGM (Dean, School of Business and Social Science) 
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