
 

 

CHRISTINE AMI, PH.D. 
NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES 

CONTACT  
  
 
WEBSITE 
www.christineami.com 
 
EMAIL 
christine.marie.ami@gmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 

Native American Studies (NAS) Associate Professor with 15 years of experience in enhancing student engagement 
through innovative relational teaching methods, proven NAS curriculum development expertise, and strong leadership 
skills driving success across diverse interdisciplinary educational settings. Research concentrations include hemispheric 
studies of Indigenous self-determination, Indigenous animal studies, Indigenous arts markets, Indigenous research 
methods, traditional ecological knowledge, and creative non-fiction writing techniques. As a Diné educator living on the 
Navajo Nation, working with and co-stewarding Diné landscapes, I heed positionality, geographic, and linguistic 
influences in my teaching, research, and writings. Dóone’é nishlínígíí éí Táchii’nii nishlí, Bilagáana báshíshchíín, 
T’ó’aheedl’ííníí dashicheii, Bilagáana dashinálí. Shí éí Christine Ami da shijiní. Ak’otéego Diné asdzaan nishlí. 

EDUCATION 
 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-DAVIS, 2016                                PH.D., NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES 
Major: Native American Studies – Hemispheric Emphasis                     GPA: 4.0 
Concentration: Animal Studies, Sensory Studies, Colonial and De-colonial Studies 
Qualifying Exams: High Pass - NAS Theory, High Pass - Hemispheric Studies, High Pass - Area Concentration Studies  
Dissertation: Diijí nída’iil’ah (Today, we butcher): A Study of Navajo Sheep Butchering 
Dissertation Committee: Dr. Zoila Mendoza, Dr. MaríaElena Garcia, Dr. Stefano Varese, Dr. Inés Hernández Ávila 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND-COLLEGE PARK, 2009              M.A. SPANISH LANGUAGE/LITERATURE  
Major: Latin American Literature.                                                           GPA: 4.0 
Concentration: Colonialism, Native American Image in Literature 
M.A. Qualifying Exams: High Pass - Colonial Literature 

 
ROWAN UNIVERSITY, 2005                                                               B.A. SPANISH 
Major: Spanish                                                                                          GPA: 3.8 
Concentration: International Studies 

CERTIFICATIONS 
 
QUALITY MATTERS 2022                                HIGHER EDUCATION TEACHING ONLINE CERTIFCIATION 
Workshops Completed:  Gauging your Technology Skills, Evaluating Your Course Design, Exploring Your Institution’s 
Policies, Orienting Your Online Learners, Connecting Learning Theories to Your Teaching Strategies, Creating Presences 
in Your Online Course, Assessing your Learners. 
 
ROWAN UNIVERSITY 2005                              K-12 EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 
Course Work Completed: Foundations of Education, Frameworks for Teaching, Understanding Student Learners, 
Classroom Environment, and Lesson Planning as well as 50 hours of clinical classroom observations and 2 semesters of 
student teaching.  

https://www.christineami.com/


 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

DINÉ COLLEGE, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES 
January 2013 – present 
Created courses to explore Indigenous lived experiences of colonization and decolonization. (see Courses Taught) 
Engaged inter-Indigenous dialogue with hemispheric and global perspectives, case studies, and guest lectures. 
Maximized NAS course quality through Indigenous relationality instruction in face-to-face and online teaching settings. 
Mentored undergraduate students through Indigenous research experiences and Indigenous data sovereignty practices. 
Counseled STEM, Wildlife Management, and Anthropology graduate students in the development of thesis proposals. 
 
DINÉ COLLEGE, INSTRUCTOR, CENTER FOR DINÉ STUDIES 
December 2013 – May 2022 
Delivered content through tribally centered critical thinking related to Diné language, culture, and government. 
Redefined Diné studies through a hemispheric perspective, furthering linguistic, commerce, and art explorations. 
Engineered virtual and in-person field trip experiences throughout the Southwest to explore Indigenous art markets. 
Guided emerging artists through practicum courses with an emphasis on community outreach activities and projects. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA - DAVIS, ASSOCIATE INSTRUCTOR, NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES 
January 2010 – July 2012 
Presented strategies for reading and analyzing Native American texts as well as skills for composition and research writing. 
Developed and coordinated Diné Literatures course, emphasizing tribal centered analysis for composition class. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND – COLLEGE PARK, ASSOCIATE INSTRUCTOR, SPANISH LANGUAGE 
AND LITERATURE 
September 2007 – July 2009 
Facilitated the nuances of Latin American cultures through the Spanish language with attention to Indigenous realties. 
Fostered communicative skills and provided input for students in the Spanish language. 
 
COLEGIO PÚBLICO SAN EUGENIO Y SAN ISIDRO, FULBRIGHT TEACHING ASSISTANT, ENGLISH 
AND NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES 
September 2007 – July 2009 
Created engaging, positive learning environments for second graders at a bilingual elementary school.  
Introduced Native American Studies to the curriculum with an emphasis on lived realities and Indigenous literatures. 

 

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR, LEAD FACUTLY, DINÉ COLLEGE 
December 2020 – Present 
Envisioned and inaugurated NAS curriculum for the first minor program in the Tribal Colleges and Universities system. 
Conducted community research to source input from community members and council delegates to inform curriculum. 
Established NAS Minor Degree Checklist requirements to meet accreditation criterion of Higher Learning Commission. 
Instituted foundational Minor Program Governing and Student Policies and Procedures for the college’s catalogue. 
Originated a Tribal Critical Thinking Assessment Plan to assess program and course objectives for the NAS Minor. 
Developed and integrated Indigenous animal studies, archery, and art emphases within the NAS Minor. 
Mobilized NAS courses to bridge STEM, Social Science, Humanities, Arts, and Diné Studies programs. 
Outreached to MA, BA, AA, and certificate programs to integrate NAS arts classes on degree checklists. 
Sourced First Nations Grants to purchase equipment and books for the archery series within the NAS Minor. 



 

 

Oversaw faculty and adjunct faculty scheduling to ensure timely student progression through the NAS minor. 
Paved pathways for the NAS Minor and financial aid packages with PELL Grants and Navajo Nation scholarships. 
Advocated for and advised student across disciplines according to the NAS Minor Degree Checklist. 
Pioneered relational online learning practices for kinesthetic based and geographically sourced NAS courses. 
 
NAVAJO CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAM, ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND GRANT MANAGER, DINÉ 
COLLEGE 
December 2015 – May 2021 
Commanded multi-million-dollar grants to assure funds for community driven academic programs and artist support. 
Re-visioned the Navajo cultural arts certificate to meet the Higher Learning Commission accreditation criterion. 
Negotiated Diné College’s first Interschool Agreement to fund faculty and programs related to the cultural arts.  
Outreached to all BA, AA, and certificate programs to integrate cultural arts classes on degree checklists. 
Conceived and developed the first Navajo Weaving BFA and Navajo Silversmithing BFA programs in the United States. 
Envisioned and inaugurated Navajo Cultural Arts Dual Credit course offerings for local high school curriculum. 
Launched community outreach programming in the forms of lecture, conversation, workshop, and language series. 
Pioneered relational online learning practices for kinesthetic based and culturally sensitive courses. 
Oversaw faculty and adjunct faculty scheduling to ensure timely student progression through degree checklists. 
 
DINÉ COLLEGE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE, CHAIR, DINÉ COLLEGE 
August 2024 – May 2025 
Instituted foundational changes and governing policies for the Diné College Curriculum Committee. 
Devised an updated Curriculum Committee Manual, establishing and reinforcing shared governance and accountability. 
Vetted program requests for completion, including evaluating concurrence demonstrations, adherence to signature process,  
and inclusion of supplemental documents needed for the committee to make informed votes on the submitted requests. 
 
T’ÁÁ WOŁÍ BEE EXHIBIT, EXHIBIT CURATOR, ARIZONA STATE CAPITAL BUILDING 
September 2022 – present 
Curated an exhibit at the Arizona State Capital Building showcasing 20 pieces of Diné student and staff cultural arts.   
 
NAVAJO CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAM EXHIBIT, EXHIBIT CURATOR, NED HATATHLIE CENTER 
May 2016 – May 2021 
Curated yearly presentation of Diné College’s cultural arts pieces from current student and alumni, including: leather work, 
weaving, silversmithing, and pottery submissions.  
 
T’ÁÁ WOŁÍ BEE: NAVAJO ARTS CONVERSATION SERIES, PRODUCER, ONLINE 
October 2020 – February 2021 
Envisioned, produced, and hosted conversation with 29 Diné artists, exploring visual sovereignty and Diné arts futurisms. 
 
BEE ÁDEIL’ÍNÍ: NAVAJO CULTURAL ARTS LANGUAGE SERIES, PRODUCER, ONLINE 
June 2019 – February 2020 
Envisioned, produced, and directed a second language acquisition program by way of the Navajo cultural arts. 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES GRADUATE STUDENT SYMPOSIUM, CO-CHAIR, DAVIS, CA. 
September 2011 – May 2012 
Envisioned and inaugurated the 1st Native American Graduate Student Symposium, “Engaging the Indigenous Americas”. 

https://lib.dinecollege.edu/NCAP/Language-Series
https://lib.dinecollege.edu/NCAP/Conversation-Series


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLISHINGS 
BOOKS 
 
Ami, Christine. (Forthcoming). Today We Butcher: Lessons from Sheep on Life, Death, and Remembering. Yale 
University of Press. 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Ami, Christine. (Forthcoming). "Indigenous Human and Non-Human Relationships" In Farina King and Kiara Virgil 
(eds) Native American and Indigenous Studies: Gatherings from the Field. University of Oklahoma Press. 
 
Ami, Christine (Forthcoming). "Seeds in Snow: Visual Sovereignty in Death Photos" In Jennifer Denetdale and Lilia 
McNaney. (eds) Snow Photography. University of New Mexico Press. 
 
Ami, Christine. (2024). “Wołí bee: Diné Cultural Arts Amid Pandemics.” In Farina King and Wade Davies (eds) 
COVID-19 in Indian Country. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-70184-9_13  
 
PRINT JOURNALS 
 
Ami, Christine. (2025). "The presence of sheep: Milton Snow Exhibit Debuts on the Navajo Nation." High Country 
News. www.hcn.org/issues/57-8/what-the-presence-of-sheep-means-to-the-dine/ 
 
Ami, Christine. (2025). "Between the Loom and the Laptop: A Diné Sabbatical." Tribal College Journal. Summer 
2025. tribalcollegejournal.org/between-the-loom-and-the-laptop-a-tribal-college-faculty-sabbatical/ 
 
Ami, Christine. (2022). "“When Waters Rise and Rocks Speak: An Analysis of Indigenous Research 
Credential Theft by an Ally.” Wicazo Sa Review. 34. 2 muse.jhu.edu/issue/48824 
 
ONLINE JOURNALS 
 
Ami, Christine. (2022). "My Kind of Waste of Time: Indigenous Research at Diné College." Tribal College 
Journal. https://tribalcollegejournal.org/my-kind-of-waste-of-time-indigenous-student-research-at-dine-college/ 
 
Ami, Christine. (2020). "Politics of Distrust: The Navajo Nation’s use of propaganda devices to recruit participants 
for COVID-19 trial vaccine." Indian Country Today. https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/politics-of-distrust-the-
navajo-nations-use-of-propaganda-devices-to-recruit-participants-for-covid-19-trial-vaccine 
 
 

SKILLS 

• Indigenous Research Engagements 

• Indigenous Curriculum Development 

• Innovative Classroom Designs 

• Online Teaching Pedagogies 

• High Proficiency with Various LMS 

• Grant Writing and Execution 
 

LANGUAGES 

• English - Native reading, writing and speaking 

• Spanish - Fluent reading, writing, and speaking 

• Navajo – Intermediate reading, writing, and speaking 

• Italian – Intermediate Reading, writing, and speaking 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-70184-9_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-70184-9_13
https://www.hcn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/HCN-1-52-LowRes-August-2025.pdf
https://www.hcn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/HCN-1-52-LowRes-August-2025.pdf
https://www.hcn.org/issues/57-8/what-the-presence-of-sheep-means-to-the-dine/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/between-the-loom-and-the-laptop-a-tribal-college-faculty-sabbatical/
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/48824
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/my-kind-of-waste-of-time-indigenous-student-research-at-dine-college/
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/politics-of-distrust-the-navajo-nations-use-of-propaganda-devices-to-recruit-participants-for-covid-19-trial-vaccine
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/politics-of-distrust-the-navajo-nations-use-of-propaganda-devices-to-recruit-participants-for-covid-19-trial-vaccine


 

 

PODCASTS 
 
King, Farina (Host) and Christine Ami (Guest). 2025. "Wołí Bee: Journey of Cultural Arts and Resilience." [Audio 
Podcast Episode]. Native Circles. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1811701/episodes/17340542  
 
Labouff, Colete (Host) and Christine Ami (Guest). 2021. "On Indigenous research methodologies and Diné sheep 
butchering." [Audio Podcast Episode]. Where We Meet Conversations from New Mexico and Beyond. Toas Center for 
the Arts. https://open.spotify.com/episode/1ttTo3qOBtnQok9cQGf6UT?si=K2TtbgJzQ0mQr-QQNLABWQ 
 
Curley, Andrew (Host) and Christine Ami (Guest). 2020. "Research Risks and Diné Vaccine Trials." [Audio Podcast 
Episode]. Diné Situation. soundcloud.com/din-situation/research-risks-and-dine-vaccine-trials 
 
Deswood, Peter (Host) and Christine Ami (Guest). 2018. "Navajo Cultural Arts Program: Dr. Christine Ami." [Audio 
Podcast Episode]. 21st Century Native Leaders. https://nativeleaders.podbean.com/?s=christine+ami 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Ami, Christine. (Forthcoming). Review: Sublime Light: Tapestry of DY Begay (edited by Cécile R. Ganteaume). Tribal 
College Journal. 
 
Ami, Christine. (2023). Review: A New Deal for Navajo Weaving: Reform and Revival of Diné Textiles (by Jennifer 
McLerran). Tribal College Journal. tribalcollegejournal.org/a-new-deal-for-navajo-weaving-reform-and-revival-of-dine-
textiles/ 
 
Ami, Christine. (2022). Review Essay: The Diné Reader: An Anthology of Navajo Literature (Esther G. Belin, Jeff 
Berglund, Connie A. Jacobs, Anthony Webster, and Sherwin Bitsui, eds.). Transmotion, 8(1), 209-217. 
https://doi.org/10.22024/UniKent/03/tm.1064 
 
Ami, Christine. (2022). Review: Reclaiming the Reservation: Histories of Indian Sovereignty Suppressed and 
Renewed (by Alexandra Harmon). American Indian Culture and Resource Journal. 45(2): 166-
68.  escholarship.org/uc/item/3388h07h 
 
Ami, Christine. (2021). Review: A Diné History of Navajoland (by Klara Kelley and Harris Francis). Tribal College 
Journal. https://tribalcollegejournal.org/a-dine-history-of-navajoland/ 
 
Ami, Christine. (2019). Review: Food Sovereignty the Navajo Way: Cooking with Tall Woman (by Charlotte 
Frisbie). Tribal College Journal. https://tribalcollegejournal.org/food-sovereignty-the-navajo-way-cooking-with-tall-
woman/ 

SELECTED CONFERENCES AND INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Threads of Memory, Ties of Resilience: A Conversation with Dr. Jennifer Denetdale & Lillia McEnaney” 
Panel Chair, Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, Online: November 10, 2025. 
 
“Sheep is Life Beyond Death: Taboos, Treaties, and Trust” 
Panel Chair and Presenter, NAISA 2025 Conference, Oklahoma City, OK: May 29, 2025. 
 
“Animal Studies, Arts, and Anthropology” 
Invited Presentation: Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges (SACC), Albuquerque, NM: February 7, 2025. 
 
“Leading with Fire: Diné College Library Resources” 
Invited Presentation: Diné College Kinyaa’áanii Library Special Collections Series: Bich’iyáán, Tsaile, AZ: March 24, 2025. 
 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1811701/episodes/17340542
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1ttTo3qOBtnQok9cQGf6UT?si=K2TtbgJzQ0mQr-QQNLABWQ
https://soundcloud.com/din-situation/research-risks-and-dine-vaccine-trials
https://nativeleaders.podbean.com/?s=christine+ami
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/a-new-deal-for-navajo-weaving-reform-and-revival-of-dine-textiles/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/a-new-deal-for-navajo-weaving-reform-and-revival-of-dine-textiles/
https://doi.org/10.22024/UniKent/03/tm.1064
https://doi.org/10.22024/UniKent/03/tm.1064
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3388h07h
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3388h07h
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/a-dine-history-of-navajoland/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/food-sovereignty-the-navajo-way-cooking-with-tall-woman/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/food-sovereignty-the-navajo-way-cooking-with-tall-woman/


 

 

“Re-membering Sheep Death” 
Book Workshopping, Seattle, WA: November 11, 2024. 
 
“Do I Engage in Epistemological Dominance in Academia? If you Are Reading This – You Have at Some Point” 
Invited Panelist: University of Arizona, Center for University Education Scholarship, Online: November 15, 2024. 
 
“Sovereign Relationships and Border Politics: Indigenous Sovereignties in Borderland Histories” 
Panel Chair, Indigenous Borderlands in North America, Albuquerque, NM: November 4, 2022. 

 
“Decolonizing FEWS Innovation – STEAM Panel Discussion Panel Discussion” 
UC Berkely Blum Center: Indigenous Innovations Food, Energy, Water Systems, Online: June 17, 2020. 
 
“Bee ádeil’íní: Navajo Cultural Arts Language Series” 
Presenter, BIE Native Language Immersion Initiative, Tsaile, AZ: October 31-November 1, 2019. 
 
“Ethnic Studies at Diné College: Not Just an Elective” Ethnic, Gender, and Transborder Studies Summit: Promoting 
Excellence in Invited Keynote Speaker, Social Justice Education, Tucson, AZ: 2017.  
 
“Naabeehó Bich’eeki (Miss Navajo Nation): Playing Indian Princess or Archivist of Traditional Sheep Butchering”  
Presenter, Navajo Nation Human Research Review Board Conference, Window Rock, AZ: October 21, 2015. 
 
“Education is Like a Horse: Native American Studies’ Saddle Blanket” – Artist Keynote Address  
Invited Keynote Speaker, UC Davis Native Americans Studies Graduate Student Symposium, Davis, CA: April 28, 2013 
 
“Diné Butchering in Ádahooníłígíí and Leading the Way: Who Lives and How? 
Symposium Panelist, UC Davis Native Americans Studies Graduate Student Symposium, Davis, CA: April 13, 2012. 
 
“Roundtable Forum with Sherman Alexie: Written in Blood: Youth Voice, Survival and Censorship” 
Roundtable Participant, UC Davis Campus Community Book Project, Davis, CA: April 11, 2012  
 
“Meet at the Top-Diné Knowledge and Scientific Knowledge Contemplate Dibé” 
Presenter, NAISA 2011 Conference, Sacramento, CA: May 19, 2011. 
 

SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
Gallup Inter-Tribal Ceremonial Exhibit – Second Place Ribbon, Twill Weaving, 2025 
Navajo Nation Horticultural Exhibit – First Place Ribbon, Tree of Life Weaving 2023 
National Endowment for the Humanities – Faculty Award 2022-2023 
Tribal College Journal – Top 10 Articles of the Year for “My Kind of Waste of Time,” 2022 
American Indian College Fund – Indigenous Visionaries Mentor, 2020-2021 
Indian Country Today – 2020 Best OPED Submission for “Politics of Distrust”, 2020 
Diné College – School of Social and Behavioral Science Faculty of the Year, 2019 
Diné College - Social and Behavioral Science Division Faculty of the Year, 2014 
Social Science Research Council - International Dissertation Research Fellowship, 2013-2014 
University of California Davis - Native American Studies Department Block Grant, November 2012 
Hemispheric Institute of the Americas - Tinker Foundation Summer Research Fellowship, 2012 
Native American Studies Department Fellowship, March – June 2012 
Social Science Research Council Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship: Global Indigenous Politics, 2011 
Bejel-Gibbs Fellowship, September 2009 -2010 
University of California Associate Instructor Award, September 2010 – 2012 
Fulbright Fellowship/Grant, August 2005 – June 2007 
Rowan University Foreign Language and Literature Medallion, June 2006 



 

 

  
 

Golden Key International Honour Society, December 2004 
Erika Freiberger Memorial Scholarship, May 2004 
NJCAA National First Team, 2002 
All Conference First Team, 2002 
Athletic Scholarships (soccer) August 2000-December 2003 

 

RELEVANT COURSES TAUGHT  
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES 
 
NAS111: Introduction to Native American Studies*• 
NAS200: Decolonization and Self-Determination*• 
NAS250: Colonization and Ethnopolitics*  
NAS305: Navajo Weaving Ethnographies*• 
NAS316: Indigenous Animal Studies*• 
NAS370: Traditional Ecological Knowledge*• 
NAS416: Indigenous Animals and Deaths*• 
NAS413: Indigenous Research Methods*• 
NAS498: Undergraduate Independent Indigenous Research* 
 
ANT111: Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 
ANT116: Introduction to Human Animal Studies*• 
ANT201: Ethnographic Methods• 
ANT216: Animals as Commodities*• 
 
HST201: Latin American History 
 
NCA130 Navajo Cultural Arts Selling Practices*• 
NCA136: Navajo Cultural Arts Business Systems*• 
 
GRADUATE COURSES 
 
NAS513: Indigenous Research Methodologies*• 
NAS536: K’é through Capitalism: Indigenous Art Markets*• 
 
*Course created by Dr. Christine Ami at Diné College 
•Course designed and taught in Online Formats 


